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FILM CLUB

.

Your host is Marla Estes.  
Marla has a background in  
Psychology. She teaches  
workshops and classes using 
film as a way to gain better 
understanding of ourselves  
and others.

Marla created Building Bridgers 
to address political polarization 
through movie nights, classes, 
book groups, presentations, 
and workshops.

Enjoy great films that help us 
see the world differently.
Film offers a novel entry point to examining important topics. 
Film engages more of our senses simultaneously. It can help us  
understand an issue more directly, as it plays out in lived lives, 
whether in documentaries or fiction. Films show, not tell —  
they help us see the world in a holistic way.

Introducing the CPL Film Club: a new way to cross party lines with  
warm and engaging conversations. Participants will watch the film  
on their own after watching a 10 minute CPL video that will explain 

 why we picked the film,  

 how it is relevant to our month’s topic,  

 what you should pay particular attention to, along with  

 questions you might want to ask yourself.

MEETS MONTHLY ON SATURDAYS  
3PM PT / 6PM ET VIA ZOOM       90 MINUTES

CROSSING PARTY LINES



2 Critical Thinking

THE TRUMAN SHOW   
Jim Carrey 
Ed Harris 

JANUARY 16 

On the air. Unaware. He doesn’t know it, 
but everything in Truman Burbank’s life  
is part of a massive TV set. His gradual  
discovery of the truth is a metaphor for us. 
How is our life a “closed system” like his? 
How do we zoom out beyond our own 
narrow frame to become critical thinkers?

Saving Black Lives

THE BEST OF ENEMIES   
Taraji Henson 
Sam Rockwell

FEBRUARY 13 

Change is worth fighting for. The true  
story of the unlikely relationship between  
an outspoken civil rights activist and  
a local Ku Klux Klan leader during the  
racially charged summer of 1971. This film 
shows us how we foster cooperation  
between those who start out as enemies.

Empowering Black Lives

ONE NIGHT IN MIAMI 
Kingsley Ben-Adir, Eli Goree,  
Aldis Hodge, Leslie Odom Jr.

MARCH 13

Four legends. One legendary night.  
A fictional account of one incredible night 
where icons Muhammad Ali, Malcolm X, 
Sam Cooke, and Jim Brown gathered  
discussing their roles in the civil rights 
movement and cultural upheaval of the 60s.

Climate Change

JUICE   
Documentary

APRIL 10 

How electricity explains the world.  
Many of the world’s most pressing  
challenges can be explained by  
answering one question: Can you turn 
your lights on in the morning? Knowing 
how energy works is foundational for 
analyzing the debate on Climate Change.

The Limits of Empathy

POVERTY INC.   
Documentary

MAY 8  

Fighting poverty is big business.  
When does helping not help — or make 
things worse? This documentary shows 
how good intentions can create unintended 
consequences that undermine doing good.  
It asks, how can we do good better?   
And, what are the limits of empathy?

CrossingPartyLines.com Questions? Contact Marla@CrossingPartyLines.com

2021 Winter / Spring Schedule


